Alumni Speech
1) Our Story, experience at Youville:
a. I had a hard time trying to figure out how to start this speech, because as wonderful and happy my life is now, I looked at it and thought I’m just a normal adult with a normal family. It really sounds like nothing special.
b. But then I thought back to the moment, 10 years ago, when I walked through the doors of the Youville Centre for the first time. I was 17, with a 5 month old baby Ryan. I was lost, scared, lonely, and had no idea what to expect or what I wanted my life to be. All I knew is that I wanted a healthy and stable life for my son, and to be the best mother I could be because that is what he deserved.
c. We sometimes had to take 3 bus routes with 2 transfers to get here in the morning, with a book bag, diaper bag, stroller, bottles, baby toys and babies! Sometimes cooperative, sometimes not so much! Through traffic, packed busses, thunderstorms, snow storms, being up all night with a sick baby or family drama, we made our way to school every day. 
d. When we walked through these doors, we were welcomed with a buzzer and a smiling face. We dropped our children off at daycare and were treated as real parents and not like know-nothing teenagers. Everyday, the teacher’s welcomed us, cheered us on in our successes and in our hard days, gave us a shoulder to cry on. Youville Centre became our home away from home, our second family and our personal cheerleaders. 
e. I thought by coming to the Youville Centre, I would just be taking the first step by completing my high school diploma. What I got, was way more than I could have ever imagined. They say it takes a village to raise a child, and Youville very quickly became our village, our second family. Everyone from the teachers and ECEs, to Karen at the front desk and Kathy the cook (who always had an apple for Ryan in the mornings) supported us along our journey and contributed to our successes. They all provided us a
safe and nurturing environment to grow, not only as students but a family. I have countless memories and stories that I would love to share about the staff, but then we would be here all day. I will, however, hold these memories in my heart forever and hope that the all the staff understand how grateful I am for their support and guidance. You never let me give up and gave me the power to believe that I could be strong and successful.
f. I didn’t realize it at the time but the Youville Centre taught us how to be strong, how to work hard and push through, even on the bad days. They taught us to lean on one another for support when we just can’t do it alone, how to be an advocate for ourselves and how to raise beautiful, curious children, when we hadn’t finished growing ourselves. 
g. 
2) What we have accomplished since leaving: 
a. I am a mother to two amazing boys, a wife to a loving and supportive husband.
b. I now have a second beautiful 11 month old and I remember trying to recall all of the parenting courses we took at Youville and wondering how I was ever going to do this without them. 
c. Jacob and Ryan were 3 and 5 months old when we arrived at Youville, today they are 10 years old. They have stayed best-friends since then and will even sometimes refer to eachother as brothers from different mothers. They have grown to be beautiful, kind and smart young men with a bright future ahead of them. 
d. I have held a successful career as a registered practical nurse at The Royal Ottawa Mental Health Centre since graduating with honours from Algonquin College’s Practical Nursing program in 2012. 
e. Since leaving the Youville Centre, I successfully graduated from Algonquin College’s Business Adminsitration program on the dean’s honours list for academic achievement. We were often commended by our college teacher’s for our work-ethic and perserverance compared to the other students our age and our response was, We have children at home looking upto us, we have to do this for both of us. 
f. I am currently working for the Federal Government with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police where I have received awards for going above and beyond in the workplace, and successfully planned and supported the Security of Global leaders at the most recent G7 Summit in Charlevoix Quebec last June all while being 9 months Pregnant. 
3) Words of advice for the graduating class:
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Statistically, we should not have succeeded. We should not have graduated from high school or college. We should not have been able to create a wonderful little family and a happy life for ourselves and our children. But, we did. And so have all of you on this stage today.
b. We would like to offer 3 words of advice to the graduating class today: 
c. Hold onto the relationships you make here with the other girls. No one will understand what you girls have been through better than the girls sitting on this stage today.
d. Do not Ever Discount yourselves or allow anyone else to, you have worked harder than most other people your age. You have looked 2 paths of life in the face and decided to take a chance, a leap of faith in yourselves, not only for you but your family. You are tough, you are adaptable, you are kind, you are problem solvers, you are leaders, BECAUSE you are young moms, not in spite of it. 
e. Once you get out into the real world, no one will know that you were a teen mom, they will recognize your work ethic, dedication and tenacity and you will be commended for it, and I hope you are proud, and you remember that deep inside you were that young, unsure girl, with a baby in her arms, taking that leap of faith and walking through those front doors. Wherever you go, whatever path you take, do it with love and grace and don’t forget to turn around and help others like you be all that they can be. 
f. To all of the graduates here today, I am so incredibly proud of each and every one of you. You have shown immense strength and determination, and with this, I know you will now be able to go take on any obstacle that crosses your path. You have provided yourselves and your children with a bright and hopeful future. I hope you all know how amazing you are, and I wish you all the successes and happiness along your journey as you now go take on the world as fierce young women.
g. Congratulations Youville Class of 2019!
